Student R ghts & Responsibilities

On Decenber 10, 1974, the Board of Education of Dorchester County
Publ i ¢ School s enacted a policy outlining the Procedures of Student
Responsibilities and R ghts. This docunent was devel oped by a
representative conmittee of students, parents, teachers, and schoo
adm nistrators and reflects the beliefs and position of the broad
educati onal body.

Portions of this policy are expressed in various other statenents found
in this handbook. In addition to those statenents, the student
responsibilities and rights policy contains the follow ng i nformation

Rat i onal e

A primary task of the school is to provide the nmeans whereby an active
pursuit of know edge and personal devel opnent within a denocratic

soci ety may be sought by all students. Such a posture includes an
adequat e exposure to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in our
soci ety. That the school community is educating its students for
citizenship is reason enough for the scrupul ous protection of the
constitutional freedons of all individuals who fall under its domain.
This policy is intended to present opportunities for students and ot her
parties-of-interest to understand their rights and concomitant
responsibilities for citizenship.

The rights of an individual are preserved only by the protection and
preservation of the rights of others. A student is responsible for the
way he exercises his rights, and he nust accept the consequences of his
actions and recogni ze the boundaries of his rights. To achieve this
goal, the staff, students, and parents nust work cooperatively to avoid
the extrenes of reginmentation and authoritariani smon the one hand, and
anarchy and irresponsibility on the other

This policy sets forth the rights of students in the public schools of
Dor chester County and enunerates the responsibilities which are

i nseparable fromthose rights. In Iike nmanner, this policy should not
be interpreted as being all inclusive and nothing contai ned herein
shal | abridge the Constitution of the United States, the school code of
the State of Maryland, and the agreenents established within the

Dor chester County Public School s.

| mpl enent ati on

The procedures contai ned herein should be applied to all students in
publ i c schools; however, there is a recogni zed distinction between
students of different ages and maturity, and it is reasonable to expect
that the procedures could not uniformy apply to all students in al
grades, PreK b 12.

Secondary School s

Not hi ng shoul d preclude the inplenentation of these procedures in all
seni or high schools in Dorchester County, Maryland. It is recognized
that appropriate educational activities should be undertaken to
facilitate this inplenentation

M ddl e Schoo



Because of the recogni zed distinction between students of different
ages and because mddl e school in particular represents the tinme when
the greatest degree of change in maturation is likely to occur in
students, there is needed flexibility in the application of these
procedures. Inplenentation should not be undertaken w thout sone
instructional activities.

El ementary School

Students in the el enentary school should have opportunities to be
exposed to the substance of the policy in an instructional setting.
Activities should be designed to acquaint children with the concepts of
rights and responsibilities applicable to citizens at large and to
students in the school setting.

St udent i evance Procedures

Student grievances related to the specific procedures for student
i nvol venent, rights, and responsibilities should be directed in witing
to the school principal

I f unresolved at the principal |level, the grievance should be directed
to the assistant superintendent.

If unresolved at this level, the grievance should be directed to the
superi nt endent of schools.

Each grievance step will be in the stated order of sequence and will
not function unless the order of sequence is foll owed.
St udent Expression

The primary liberties in a student’s life have to do with the processes
of inquiry and | earning, acquiring and inparting know edge, and
exchangi ng i deas.

These processes entitle students to have the right to express opinions,
to take stands, and to support causes either publicly or privately.

Student Activities:

1. Students have the right to seek changes in school policies and
regulations in an orderly manner by utilizing those channels provided
for this purpose. (Refer to Student Gievance Procedures.)

2. Students nust, upon request, identify thenselves to proper schoo
aut horities in school buildings, on school grounds, or at school -
sponsored events.

3. Students at school - sponsored, off canmpus events shall be governed
by school rules and regul ations and are subject to the authority of
school officials.

4. Students attendi ng school -sponsored activities shall be governed
by rules and regul ati ons of the sponsoring school
Speech



1. Students have the right to search for the truth by the orderly
expression of their opinions either verbally or synbolically, wthout
academ c penalty, as long as they do not infringe upon the rights of
ot hers.

2. Student responsibilities nust include personal concerns for the
ef fect of the spoken word or synbolic expression on the persona
reputations of others, and a student has the right to have his own
personal reputation protected accordingly.

Petition

1. Students have the right to present petitions using those channels
provided for this purpose; however, the collecting of signatures on
petitions shall not disrupt the classroom procedures nor interfere with
educati onal process.

2. Students shall not be subjected to disciplinary neasures for
initiating or signing a petition providing that the petition is free
from obscenities, |ibelous statenments, and personal attack

Press

School Sponsored Publications

In a school community, students involved in student publications shal
convey information with accuracy and insight. Such publication shal
have qualified faculty advisors and shall strive to meet high
publication standards. Only naterial alleged to contain the foll ow ng
shoul d be withheld fromthe press:

1. Li bel ous materials as defined.*
2. bscenity as defined. *
3. Mat eri al s which woul d reasonably | ead the principal to forecast

substantial disruption of, or material interference with, schoo
activities.*

The responsibility and authority for decisions based on the standards
nmenti oned above are vested with the principal

* Legal definitions are available fromthe school principal

Non- School - Sponsor ed Publicati ons

Literature may be distributed and posted by the students of the subject
school in designated areas on school property as long as it is not
obscene or |ibelous* and as long as the distribution of said literature
does not reasonably lead the principal to forecast substantia

di sruption or material interference with school activities.

If a student desires to post or nake a distribution of free literature
which is not officially recognized as a school publication, the
foll owi ng procedures will be foll owed:



1. Students shall submt such non-school naterial to the principa
for review and prior approval.

2. The principal shall render a decision and notify the students
within two (2) pupil days of such subnmission. |If the decision is in
the negative, the principal shall state his reason to the student in
witing. During this period of review, any supply of the material may
be retained by the student or may be left with the principal for

saf ekeeping. Distribution of such material during the review and appea
period, or follow ng a negative decision, shall be sufficient grounds
for confiscation of such material and suspension of the student by the
princi pal .

3. If the student is dissatisfied with the decision of the
principal, he may appeal the decision to the Assistant Superintendent,
who shall render a decision, stating his or her reason in witing,
within three (3) pupil days of such appeal

4, Appeal from a decision of Assistant Superintendent is to the
Superi nt endent .

5. If an administrator fails to act within the tinme periods
specified in this paragraph, the student(s) who subnitted the
literature for review may distribute sane

ASSEMBLAGE

1. Students have the right to assenble peacefully as long as it is
not a violation of the rights of others, or a clear violation of
statute and | egal policies. Conducting and/or participating in
denonstrations which interfere in the operation of the school
classroom or basic rights of others is inappropriate and prohibited.

2. Student rneetings in school buildings or on school grounds nmay
function only as a part of the formal educational process or as
cooperatively established and approved by the principal of the school

Use of El ectronic Equi pnent

It is the general policy of Dorchester County Public Schools that
conput er systens and network services are to be used as any ot her

i nstructional medium Standards of conduct and use appropriate to an

i nstructional setting are expected of all users. Therefore conputer
systens and network services are to be used in a responsibl e,
efficient, ethical, and |l egal nanner in accordance with the m ssion of
t he Dorchester County Public Schools. Users of any Dorchester County
Publ i ¢ School s conputer system or network nmust acknow edge their
under st andi ng of the general policy and guidelines as a condition of
use.

Use of Dorchester County Public Schools’ conputer systens and networks
is aprivilege, not a right. Failure to adhere to this policy and

adm ni strative procedures may result in suspension or revocation of
system or network access. WIIlful or intentional msuse could lead to
di sciplinary action or crimnal penalties under applicable state and
federal |aw.



Pr ovi si ons:

1. Accept abl e uses of Dorchester County Public Schools’ systems or
networks are activities which support |earning and teaching. System or
network users are encouraged to devel op uses which neet their

i ndi vi dual educati onal needs and which take advantage of the system or
network’s functions.

2. Unaccept abl e uses of Dorchester County Public Schools’ systens or
networks include, but are not imted to:

- Violating the rights to privacy of students or enpl oyees of
Dor chester County Public Schools, or others outside the school system

- Using profanity, obscenity, or other |anguage which nmay be
of fensi ve to anot her user

- Violating United States copyright |aw.

- Pl agi ari zing, which is the taking of soneone el se’s words,
i deas, or findings and intentionally presenting themas your own
wi thout properly giving credit to their source.

- Using the systemor network for personal financial gain or
for any non-school comercial or any illegal activity.

- Attenpting to degrade or disrupt systemor network
performance or unauthorized entry to and/or destruction of conputer
systens and files.

- Re- posting personal e-mail conmuni cati ons wthout the
aut hor’s prior consent.

- Reveal i ng hone phone nunbers, addresses, or other persona
i nformation.

- Maki ng personal purchases or unauthorized orders using the
Dor chest er County Board of Education nane.

- Accessi ng, downl oading, storing, or printing files or
nmessages that are sexually explicit, obscene, or that offend or tend to
degrade others. The administration invokes its discretionary rights to
determ ne such suitability.

- Accessi ng, downl oadi ng, storing, or printing files or
nmessages related to illegal activities, substances, and/or devices
whi ch are not permitted by |aw or by Dorchester County Board of
Education Policy and Procedures.

- Downl oadi ng or copying information on to disks or hard
drives without prior teacher approval.

3. The staff of Dorchester County Public Schools will be responsible
for:



- Teachi ng students the Dorchester County Public School s
Policy and Procedures for system and network services.

- Supervi sing and gui di ng student access to system and
network services to ensure that each student adheres to the appropriate
use gui del i nes.

- Installing and nonitoring “technol ogy protection neasures”
that block or filter Internet access to inappropriate sites which are
obscene, contain pornography, or are harnful to m nors.

4, The following people are entitled to use the network:

- Al'l Dorchester County Public Schools staff and ot her
enpl oyees as directed by appropriate authority.

- Al'l Dorchester County Public School s students under the
supervision of a staff nmenber and/or parent/guardi an

- QO hers who request Guest Accounts fromthe network or
system adni ni strator. These requests will be reviewed on a case-by-case
basis and will be granted, if warranted, as needs and resources permt.

5. Dorchester County Public School s nakes no express or inplied
warranties for the Internet access it provides. Dorchester County
Publ i c School s cannot conpletely elimnate access to information that
is offensive or illegal and residing on networks outside of Dorchester
County Public Schools system The accuracy and quality of information
obt ai ned cannot be guaranteed. Dorchester County Public Schools will
not guarantee the availability of access to the Internet and will not
be responsible for any information that rmay be | ost, danmaged, or
unavail abl e due to technical or other difficulties. Information sent or
recei ved cannot be assured to be private.

Confidentiality of Students’ Records

Student records are accunul ated and nai ntai ned by teachers and ot her
school personnel in accordance with the Public School Laws of Maryl and,
the rules and regul ations of the Maryland State Board of Education, and
the policies of the Dorchester County Board of Education. Parents have
the right to inspect and review all official school records of their
children. Students 18 years of age or older may review their own
records. Requests by parents for access to their child s records
should be made in witing to the school principal and will be granted
within a reasonable tinme and at the nutual conveni ence of the parent
and school principal

I ndi vi dual student records are confidential in nature, and access to
t hese records may be granted by the Board of Education or its duly
appoi nted representatives only for the purpose of serving legitinmate
educational interests.

Access to records by coll eges, prospective enployers, and other
legitimately recogni zed agenci es shall be nmade avail abl e upon witten
perm ssion by the parent or the student provided he/she is of |ega
age.



In the event a parent of a student or an eligible student believes that
i nformati on contained in educational records kept by the school is

i naccurate or msleading or violates the rights of the student, he/she
may request that the record be changed. This request is to be nade
directly to the principal of the school. The principal will determne
whet her to anend the educational record of the student within a
reasonabl e period of tine. Wien any such request to anmend records is
deni ed, the parent of the student or the eligible student will be
informed in witing of the denial and advised of his/her right to a
hearing. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with the Maryl and
State Departnent of Education Bylaws on Student Records, a copy of

whi ch may be obtained fromthe Board of Education office.

Fromtine to tine it nmay beconme necessary for a student’s records to
becone available to certain Federal and State officials, including
State Health O ficials, in connection with the audit and eval uati on of
federal ly supported prograns, or in connection with the enforcenment of
or conpliance with federal |egal requirenents which relate to these
progranms; or an energency in which know edge of the information is
necessary to protect the health and safety of the student or other

i ndividuals. In such instances the prior witten consent of the parent
of the student, or of the eligible student is not required. (See By-Ilaw
- Section 13.07 05 24.)

In regard to educational records, a non-custodial parent has the sane
rights as a custodial parent unless the custodial parent has presented
evi dence of a binding, |egal instrunent (such as a court order
governi ng divorce, separation, or custody which specifically states
that the non-custodial parent not be informed of or have access to the
educational records of the student). If not specifically stated, both
parents shall be considered to have the right to be infornmed of or have
access to educational records of the student. Except as stated above,
custodi al and non-custodi al parents have equal rights to be informed of
their child s educational progress, including the right to receive
report cards and to attend parent-teacher conferences.

A parent of a student or a student may waive any of his/her rights with
respect to educational records so long as the waiver is in witing and
signed. |If a parent or a student executes a waiver, that waiver may be
revoked by the student at any time after he/she becomes an eligible
student. (An individual who is an applicant for adm ssion to an
institution of postsecondary education or enployment nmay waive his or
her right to inspect and review confidential letters and confidential
statenents of reconmendation respecting (1) admission to an educationa
institution, (2) application for enploynent, or (3) the receipt of an
honor or honorary recognition. Al waivers for the above three reasons
nmust be executed by the individual, regardl ess of age, rather than by
the parent of the individual.)

Dor chester County Public Schools reserves the right to disclose
directory information. Directory informati on nmeans information
contained in an educational record of a student which would not
general ly be considered harnful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed.
Directory information may include the following information relating to
a student: (a) student nane; (b) grade; (c) address; (d) tel ephone
nunber; (e) date and place of birth; (f) major field of study; (9g)



participation in officially recogni zed activities and sports; (h)

wei ght and hei ght of nenbers of athletic teans; (i) dates of

attendance; (j) degrees and awards received; (k) npbst recent previous

| ocal school system or educational institution attended by the student;
and (1) other simlar information as defined by the Dorchester County
Public Schools. The parent or guardi an of the student or the eligible
student may refuse to pernmt the designation of any or all categories
of personally identifiable information as directory information. In the
event of such refusal the parent or guardian of the student or the
eligible student nust informthe Pupil Services Facilitator in witing
within thirty (30) days of the beginning of the school year or fromthe
date of enrollnent; of any objection to the disclosure of personally
identifiable directory infornmation.

Questions regarding the confidentiality of student records, requests
for copies of the policy, and conplaints concerning an alleged failure
to conply with the provisions of the Family Education R ghts Privacy
Act (FERPA), should be directed to the Pupil Services Facilitator at
410-221-5260. Provisions will be made to provide information, as
appropriate, to non-English speaking parents and eligible students.

Chi I d Abuse/ Negl ect

The Maryland Child Abuse and Negl ect Laws nmandate that any person who
bel i eves or has reasons to believe that a child rmay have been abused or
negl ected nmust report the incident both orally and in witing to the
Depart ment of Social Services. Enpl oyees of the school systemare al so
required to report the incident to the principal of the child s school
Those reporting in good faith are inmune fromany civil liability or
crimnal penalty.

The | aw defines child abuse as “the physical or nental injury of a
child by any parent or other person who has pernanent or tenporary
custody or responsibility for supervision of a child, or by any
househol d or fam |y nmenber, under circunstances that indicate that the
child s health or welfare is harned or at a substantial risk of being
harmed; or sexual abuse of a child, whether physical injuries are
sust ai ned or not.”

According to the law, “child neglect nmeans the leaving of a child
unattended or other failure to give proper care and attention to a
child by any parent or other person who has permanent or tenporary care
or custody or responsibility for the supervision of the child under
circunstances that indicate that the child s health or welfare is
harmed or placed at substantial risk of harm or nental injury to the
child or a substantial risk of nmental injury.” Mental injury neans “the
observabl e, identifiable, and substantial inpairnment of a child s
mental or psychol ogical ability to function.”

Department of Social Services regulations require that the identity of
the person reporting a case of suspected child abuse and/or negl ect
shall not be revealed. Al persons are required by the law to protect
the identity of the person reporting. Only a court order can all ow

di scl osure of the person’s name who is reporting. The school cannot
provide a parent with the nane of who has reported suspected child
abuse and/or negl ect.



School officials are not required to notify parents/ guardi ans of
i nvestigations on school premni ses involving suspected child neglect and
suspected child abuse.

Search and Sei zure

Police officers, upon the authority of a search warrant, nay nmake a
search of that part of the school prem ses described in the search
warrant, and school authorities will cooperate in perform ng such a
search; however, in no case may a police officer search the person of a
student not under arrest, unless that police officer has a reasonabl e
suspi cion that such a student is concealing a weapon whi ch poses a
danger to others. Under no condition or circunstances shall a schoo

of ficial conduct such a search of the person at the request of a police
of ficer.

School officials may at any tine conduct such searches as are essenti al
to the security, discipline, and sound adm nistration of the particul ar
school, but are limted as stated above whenever the search is in
connection with a police officer.

A principal, assistant principal, or school security guard of a public
school may nake a reasonabl e search of a student on school prem ses or
on a school sponsored trip if he/she has reason to believe that the
student has in his/her possession an item the possession of which is a
crimnal offense under the laws of the state of Maryland or a violation
of any policy, rule, or regulation of the Board of Education. The
search shall be made in the presence of a third party.

Every effort shall be made to conduct searches in a nanner which will
m nimze a disruption of the normal school routine and m nim ze
enbarrassnent to pupils affected.

A principal, assistant principal, or school security guard of a public
school may neke a search of the physical plant of the school and its
contents, including the |ockers of students. The right of schoo
officials to search the | ocker shall have been announced or published
previously in the school

Drug-detecti on dogs nmay be used by | aw enforcenent agencies to search
t he school building for controll ed dangerous substances.

Arrests on School G ounds

When possi bl e and appropriate, an arrest by police will be nmade during
non- school hours away fromthe school prem ses; however, when an arrest
on school prem ses during school hours is necessary, the responsible
school official will gather the necessary facts fromthe arresting
officer that will enable himto fully advise the parents or guardi an
and ot her school officials of the nature of the charge, the identity of
the arresting officer, and the location of the student.

When an arrest has taken place on school prem ses or during schoo
hours, every effort will be nade by school officials to informthe
par ent s/ guar di ans and the Superintendent inmmedi ately.



Arrests on school prenises during the school hours shall be done in
such a way as to avoid both enbarrassnent to the student being arrested
and jeopardizing the safety and wel fare of other students.

Questioni ng on School G ounds

School officials will not allow questioning of a student under arrest
on the school grounds and will request the arresting officer remove the
student fromthe grounds as soon as practicable after an arrest is
made. However, in the event that a student is connected to a crine
conmitted on the school grounds or is connected with an investigation
which, if not imediately pernmtted, would conpronise the success of
that investigation or endanger the lives or safety of the students or
ot her persons, questioning will be allowed. A school official wll be
present throughout the questioning. If such is the case, the schoo
official will pronptly advise the parent or guardian and the
Superintendent's office of the nature of the investigation and such
other details as nmay be required.

In the absence of an arrest, school officials will not authorize the
renoval of a student from school for the purpose of investigative
guestioning wi thout the consent of the parent or guardi an

Reporting Crines

School officials will pronptly report to the responsible | aw

enf orcenent agencies all police matters conming to their attention which
i nvol ve students attending the particul ar school, whether occurring on
or away fromthe school prem ses.

Adm ssi on of Forei gn Exchange Students

The Board of Education recognizes the benefits derived fromthe

pl acenent of exchange students fromthroughout the world in the high
school s of Dorchester County. Because of the grow ng number of exchange
programs in operation, admnistrative procedures have been established
to ensure equity and to control the nunber of students admtted each
year.

1. The sponsoring programnust be listed in the Nationa
Secondary School Principal’s Association publication of the Advisory
Li st of International Educational Travel and Exchange Prograns for the
year of adm ttance

2. El i gi bl e sponsors nmust be nonprofit organizati ons or
institutions which have received tax-exenpt status fromthe Interna
Revenue Service under Section 502(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

3. The desi gnated sponsor assumes the foll ow ng
responsibilities, with final selection approved by the receiving schoo
adm ni stration:

a. t he sel ection of students,



b. obtaining a | ocal advisor
C. obt ai ni ng host famlies.

4, The desi gnat ed sponsor assunes conplete responsibility for
the student and will:

a. provi de the school systemw th all necessary pl acenent
information in a tinely nmanner.

b. participate in developing a plan to nonitor student
progress during the exchange year and facilitate comruni cati on anong
parents, host fanmilies, and the school.

5. No nmore than two (2) exchange students will be enrolled in
each school per school year

6. Exchange students will only be enrolled for full schoo
year prograns.

Any questions regardi ng these procedures shoul d be addressed to Pupi
Services Facilitator, at 410-221-5260.

Non-Di scrim nation Policy

The Dorchester County Board of Education does not discrimnate in

adm ssi on, access, treatnment, or enploynment in its prograns and
activities on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin,
religion, disability, sexual orientation, or any other basis prohibited
by | aw.

Questions regarding this infornmation may be directed to Ms. Angel a
Wi t aker, 504 Coordinator. This information is available in
alternative formats upon request.

Title I X and Section 504

Dor chester County Public Schools also conply with the provisions of
Title I X and Section 504 of the Rehabilitati on Act of 1973. For nore
information, contact Title | X Coordi nator or 504 Coordi nator at 410-
228-4747.

Sexual Harassnent Policy

The Dorchester County Board of Education expects that staff nenbers,
students, and others conducting business on Board of Education property
will not be subject to sexual harassnent. Sexual harassnent viol ates
federal and state laws and is conpletely inappropriate in the workplace
and the | earning environnent.

Sexual harassnment can be evident in two different fornms: sexual conduct
related to an enpl oynment benefit or detrinment or sexual conduct which
creates a hostile environment. Sexual harassnment can include unwel conme
sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, or other verbal or

physi cal conduct of a sexual or otherw se offensive nature, such as
propositions, repeated requests for dates, dirty jokes, sexually
provocative pictures, unnecessary touching or graphic or verba



conmrent s about an individual’'s body, or use of sexually degrading
nanes.

Any person who believes he or she is being subjected to sexua
harassment shoul d report the incident to a school adm nistrator
departnent head, gui dance counsel or, or the assistant superintendent of
schools. If a conplaint is against the inmedi ate supervisor, the
conpl ai nt should be reported to the next |evel supervisor

Al'l discussions will be considered confidential to the extent pernmtted
by | aw and consistent with the school systemis obligation to

i nvestigate conplaints. An investigation of the incident shall begin

i medi ately. Corrective action will be taken in an instance where
sexual harassnent is found

The Board of Education prohibits any formof retaliatory action agai nst
any person who has filed a conplaint of sexual harassnent.



