
9th Grade Members 

Ahmed, Rahman 
Biskach, Christopher 
Biskach, Emily 
Bowers, Jackilynn 
Burton, Connor 
Dietrick, Lauren 
Diggs, Keeley 
Eskridge, Brittany  
Fleishman, Kaila 
Garcia, Sheldon 
Harper, Joshua 
Holliday, Kayla 
Hubbard, Audrey 
Johnson-Wood, Morgan 
Lauck, Hannah 
Marvil , Daniel 
Phillips, Jasmine 
Ramirez, Crescencio 
Schmidt, Derek 
Sears, Sara 
Shenton, Aubrey 
Smith, Hailey 
Stiles, Lauren 
Thomas, Monique 
Tilghman, Dev'Juan 
Wright , Tyler 

10th Grade Members 
 
Adams, Allyson  
Ayers, Ashley  
Basel, Arielle  
Bauguess, Ryan  
Biskach, Stephanie  
Dinh, Kim  
Dutt, Sheila  
Ewing, Taylor  
Garcia, Felicia  
Guy, Teambra  
Hubbard, Brittney  
Hyde, William  
Lewis, Patricia  
Mauk, Brittney  
Murray, Kiera  
Nichols, Taylor  
Perreira, Christina 
Robbins, Amanda  
Sharp Jr, David  
Shelly, Adam  
Spillman-Wise, Ariana  
Thomas, Brandon  
Webb, Char'Donya  
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During the winter/spring, 9th grade STEM students were involved in several activities.  

In January, the STEM students met in Mr. Prekrelôs room on January 27th from 3-4. The stu-

dentôs were given time to work on their projects and ask questions. 

Although February was a tough month for the weather, the students met on the 25th to work 

on their projects. MLA format was shown to the studentôs so they would understand how to 

make in-text citations.  

On March 3rd, the STEM students attended a one hour after-school meeting with guest 

speaker Adam Ruff from Salisbury University. Mr. Ruff presented a slideshow presentation 

about his training and experience with GIS. This gave the studentôs an introduction to the 

concept of GIS and opportunities that are available for them. 

The second STEM activity for the month occurred on March 15th. The students got to perform 

a transformation bacteria lab on the MD BioLab trailer. This was an advanced lab that took 

place after-school. Studentôs worked with the latest technology and had an ñeye openingò ex-

perience. A representative from the Star Democrat documented the activities that the stu-

dentôs experienced and published a fine article in the paper. Dr. Hildenbrand, Mr. Wagner, 

Mrs. Webber, and Mr. Evans came over to experience the BioLab trailer along with participat-

ing students. They commented that the experience was good for the students of the county. 

This experience may serve as a catalyst for future careers in science. 

The month of April had the students meet one last time for project preparation. The studentôs 

met in Mr. Prekrelôs room from 3-4 on the 22nd. Studentôs continued working on their projects 

and Mr. Prekrel helped as needed. 

On May 25th, the STEM studentôs will take their second field trip to NASAôs Goddard Space 

Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. The trip will expose the studentôs to the space program and 

the latest technologies being implemented by the space program. The studentôs will investi-

gate science on a sphere, explore the space center, and a fun scavenger hunt game at the end.  

9th Grade STEM 



Some of the 10th grade STEM activities from the winter/spring included:  

The 10th grade cohort met on January 22, 2010 in Mr. Hortertôs room from 3 to 4 pm to 

work on their  research projects for the Dorchester County STEM Fair on May 24, 2010. The 

meeting included instruction on how to use MLA format within in their documents.  

NDHS STEM parent night from 5:00 to 6:00 on January 27, 2010. The meeting took place 

in Mr. Prekrelôs classroom and included guest speakers Mrs. Vickers, Mr. Prekrel, and Mr. 

Hortert. The parents and students that attended received an update on the STEM activities 

that took place during the first semester and heard specifics regarding plans for the second 

semester. 

The major 10th grade STEM activity planned for the month of February was a field trip to the 

Wicomico County Engineering Expo on February18, 2010. Inclement weather postponed the 

event until March 4, 2010. At the expo the STEM students rotated through stations that 

were manned by various engineers from businesses and schools found in the greater Salis-

bury area. The presentations they heard included engineers from geotechnical, water/

wastewater, structural, mechanical, and surveying fields to name a few. 

The major 10th grade STEM activity planned for the month of March was a field trip to the 

NASA Wallops Flight Facility on March 11, 2010. The itinerary followed by the group in-

cluded visits to the Payload and Fabrication facility, the Scientific Balloon facility, and the 

Range Control Center. Students learned that the Wallops fabrication staff produces the ma-

jority of the metal housings for NASA launches all around the United States. They also 

learned that high altitude balloons play a big part in the research that NASA does as well as 

the research done by the universities that NASA partners with. Their visit concluded with a 

forty -five minute tour of the educational displays at the Wallops Visitor Center.  

On March 31, 2010 the 10th grade STEM cohort enjoyed the presence of guest speaker Jim 

Prevas. Mr Prevas is a fourth year medical student at the University of Maryland Medical 

Center. He will be graduating in May and will begin his three year internship. Mr. Prevas 

talked with the group about the hard work and dedication required to become a doctor. He 

explained the process of four years of undergraduate study in a field of your choice, two 

years of ñbasic scienceò after being accepted to medical school, and then two years of 

ñrotationsò through all the various specialties at the medical facility, and then three years of 

residency. Mr. Prevas was secured as a speaker through our continued partnership with 

Cyndi Slacum, Health Careers Coordinator, at the Eastern Shore Area Health Education 

Center (AHEC) in Cambridge, MD 
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