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Oth Grade STEM

During the winter/spring, 9th grade STEM students were involved in several activities.

e I n January, the STEM students metfromB-4.Nhestu-P e kr
dent 6s were given time to work on their pr @jec

Although February was a tough month for the weather, the students met on the 25" to work
on their projects. MLA format was shown to gt he
make in-text citations.

On March 3, the STEM students attended a one hour afterschool meeting with guest

speaker Adam Ruff from Salisbury University. Mr. Ruff presented a slideshow presentation

about his training and experience with GISQg Th
concept of GIS and opportunities that are available for them.

The second STEM activity for the month occurred on March 15h. The students got to perform

a transformation bacteria lab on the MD BioLab trailer. This was an advanced lab that took

place afters c hool . Student déds worked with the | at fist
perience. A representative from the Star Democrat documented the activities that the stu-

dent 6s experienced and published a fine ar i cl
Mrs. Webber, and Mr. Evans came over to experience the BioLab trailer along with participat-

ing students. They commented that the experience was good for the students of the county.

This experience may serve as a catalyst for future careers in science.

The month of April had the students meet oifge |
met i n Mr. Pr ek-da@nlthé22dr oDtmrudamtmd 3 conti nued or
and Mr. Prekrel helped as needed.

OnMay?25h, t he STEM studentodos will take their b e C
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. The trip wi I e
the | atest technologies being implemented y t

gate science on a sphere, explore the space center, and a fun scavenger hunt game at the end.



10th Grade STEM

Some of the 10" grade STEM activities from the winter/spring included:

ThelOhgr ade cohort met on January 22, 2010
work on their research projects for the Dorchester County STEM Fair on May 24, 2010. The
meeting included instruction on how to use MLA format within in their documents.

NDHS STEM parent night from 5:00 to 6:00 on January 27, 2010. The meeting took place

i n Mr . Prekrel ds classroom and included gu
Hortert. The parents and students that attended received an update on the STEM activities
that took place during the first semester and heard specifics regarding plans for the second
semester.

The major 10t grade STEM activity planned for the month of February was a field trip to the
Wicomico County Engineering Expo on February18, 2010. Inclement weather postponed the
event until March 4, 2010. At the expo the STEM students rotated through stations that
were manned by various engineers from businesses and schools found in the greater Salis-
bury area. The presentations they heard included engineers from geotechnical, water/
wastewater, structural, mechanical, and surveying fields to name a few.

The major 10t grade STEM activity planned for the month of March was a field trip to the
NASA Wallops Flight Facility on March 11, 2010. The itinerary followed by the group in-
cluded visits to the Payload and Fabrication facility, the Scientific Balloon facility, and the
Range Control Center. Students learned that the Wallops fabrication staff produces the ma-
jority of the metal housings for NASA launches all around the United States. They also
learned that high altitude balloons play a big part in the research that NASA does as well as
the research done by the universities that NASA partners with. Their visit concluded with a
forty -five minute tour of the educational displays at the Wallops Visitor Center.

On March 31, 2010 the 1@ grade STEM cohort enjoyed the presence of guest speaker Jim
Prevas. Mr Prevas is a fourth year medical student at the University of Maryland Medical
Center. He will be graduating in May and will begin his three year internship. Mr. Prevas
talked with the group about the hard work and dedication required to become a doctor. He
explained the process of four years of undergraduate study in a field of your choice, two
years of fAbasic scienceo after being accep
Arotationsod through all the various specia
residency. Mr. Prevas was secured as a speaker through our continued partnership with
Cyndi Slacum, Health Careers Coordinator, at the Eastern Shore Area Health Education
Center (AHEC) in Cambridge, MD







